EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONS                       967

followed (in 1830 and in 1848) by a series of political revo-
lutions. The close of the war of 1914-8 was followed by
similar events. We have already dealt with the post-war
economic distress, and we have now to say something about
the series of " revolutions " which followed the peace made
at Versailles.

The first Russian revolution of 1917 had meant the over-
throw of the Czar and the establishment of a republic. Russia
That republic was moderate in character, but was at once
opposed by extremists. These were led by Lenin, head of
the Communist Party,1 which wished not only for a political
but for a social revolution, and for the setting up of rule by
the workers, for the workers. When the Great War ended
in 1918, civil war continued in Russia. The struggle of the
moderates against the Communists was made more difficult
by attacks of the " Whites", or reactionary parties, who
wished to overthrow the Republic. The Allies, France and
Britain, gave help to these " Whites ", and invasions were
made into Russia at Archangel, and into Siberia. These
attacks all failed, but the moderate party in Russia fell, and
the Communists formed the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics.2 This was a major event of the century; one
of the world's vastest countries adopted a completely Com-
munist form of government, and organized its whole life
and industry on Communist lines. The State took over the
ownership of all land and the organization of all production.
" Capitalism ", meaning production for private profit, was
replaced by production for the uses of the State.

Opponents of the regime were ruthlessly exterminated,
and, moreover, the Bolsheviks openly declared (as had the
earlier French Revolutionaries) that they wished to extend
their doctrine over the whole world. This roused the appre-

1 The Russian Communists are generally known as Bolshevists, a word
derived from bolskinstvo, which means "majority" and was originally applied
in 1903 to the majority Radical faction (led by Lenin) of the Russian Social-
Democrat Party.

2 A union of the various provinces of Russia, organized into republics of
which the political units are Soviets or Councils of Workers.